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A celebration of humanity
1 in 7 people in the world are persons with disabilities. It is
about fifteen per cent of the world’s population. But how is
their story told? They are usually portrayed as passive
persons and recipients of aid and charity. On other
occasions, media depict them as superheroes having
accomplished a feat which society could never expect from
them. But how about showing persons with disabilities as
rights holders, people who must fulfil their civic obligations,
who have dreams and aspirations, work, family, social
relationships... just like any other person?
Bridging the Gap photo book aims to combat stereotypes
by portraying the many facets and identities of individuals to
celebrate diversity as a resource for the whole of humanity.
More than 100 persons from three beneficiaries’ countries
of the project have been portrayed to cast new light on
persons with disabilities. A work done by photographer
Christian Tasso with the support of the national
organisations of persons with disabilities to reach people
from different contexts, visiting Quito, Esmeraldas and
Riobamba in Ecuador, Addis Ababa, Bahir Dar and East
and West Belessa in Ethiopia, and Asunción and Coronel
Oviedo in Paraguay.
This collection of photographs has a human rights approach
to “change the picture” of persons with disabilities, including
personal testimonies to showcase their life stories under a
realistic light. What are the main challenges they face? How
is their daily life? Discover it through the following pages.
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How to use this booklet
This booklet contains 12 descriptions of 12 photographs.
These descriptions are written in large print font.
Three countries are represented: Paraguay, Ecuador and
Ethiopia.
There are 4 descriptions for each Country. To give an
order, each photo is numbered in sequence and has a title
representative of the subject of the photograph.
At the bottom, under each verbal description, there is a link
to click, which corresponds to an audio file.
Each audio file represents the sound landscape that the
photo evokes. It would be a tool to support verbal
description and stimulate the creation of the mental image.
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1. Ecuador – Young guy with guitar
In this photo you can see the portrait of a young guy. He is
in the foreground with a a dog. In the background you can
see white wall. He is in his twenties.
The boy, positioned on the left in the photo, is wearing a red
poncho with thin black vertical stripes with a V-neck; a pair
of light jeans and dark fabric shoes with laces. He has
straight black hair and a fringe covering his forehead. His
lips are open as in the act of singing.
He holds his guitar, holding the case with his right forearm,
while, with the fingers of the same hand, he arpeggiates the
strings; with his left hand he holds the bridge of the guitar
while he performs the “RE”.
The guitar is made of light wood, with six strings.
The dog is of medium size and black with short hair, on the
chest, you can see a white spot. The ears are tilted
downwards, the tail seems to wag its tail and the mouth is
open. It is positioned on the right in the photo.
The photo is very evocative. The music seems to come out
of the picture. It is the portrait of the energy of youth.
The guy says: “I like studying to learn new things and I
study at the University of Chimborazo. I also have a music
band. Every day we meet to play together. I dream that
music becomes our livelihood.”

Audio link
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Ecuador – Young guy with guitar
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2. Ecuador – Mother with daughter
This photo depicts a woman with a little girl. They are in the
foreground and are mother and daughter. They are
outdoors. In the background you can see plants with large
leaves and tall trees.
The little girl is on the left in the picture. She looks in her
seven or eight. She has a tender look. The body is softly
shaped, the face is facing the observer. The skin looks soft
and smooth, typical of tender age. The face is round and
plump, the forehead is wide, the eyes are round and
smiling. The lips are fleshy, the chin is smooth, the neck is
slender. She is wearing a V-neck t-shirt, white with a heart
shaped design on the front, in pink. She is wearing a jeans
skirt. She looks happy and playful.
The mother is on the right in the picture. She is next to the
little girl and rests his arm on her to pose. She is in her
thirties. She has a body with soft shapes, her eyes turned
towards the observer. The skin is soft and smooth, typical
of youth. Her face is round, her lips are fleshy, her eyes are
smiling. He has black hair gathered and pulled back in a
tail. She is wearing: a sweater that covers only her right
shoulder, while the left one is uncovered; a jeans skirt with
a slit in the middle; large golden hoop-shaped earrings. She
is holding her wallet in her left hand.
The photo is very evocative and expresses great
tenderness and filial love.
The mother says: "My daughter will grow up like all other
children: in her community, included and happy.”
Audio link
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Ecuador – Mother with daughter
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3. Ecuador – A woman and a man in a square
In this picture you can see a man and a woman. They are in
the foreground and they are in the middle of a square,
which you can see in the background together with a
historic, white and imposing building.
They seem to be in their thirties and are posing.
The woman, on the left in the photo, is sitting in a
wheelchair: she is wearing sunglasses. Her hair is straight
and dark, cut at neck height. She has a light, sleeveless,
pink dress. She is wearing dark socks and shoes. She is
smiling.
The man is leaning with his right arm on the wheelchair. He
is wearing short, well-groomed hair. His face is without
beard and he is wearing glasses with a dark border.
The white long-sleeved shirt is buttoned up to the neck. He
is wearing long dark pants and a pair of moccasins.
The woman says: “I am a journalist. I like writing and telling
stories very much. For me, it's a way of leaving a mark as
individuals. I am currently heading the Communication
Department of the National Federation of Ecuadorians with
Physical Disabilities. Our country is working hard, but I
believe that there must be a radical change in the general
perception of disability. We have to talk about inclusion and
diversity as valuable resources from an early age. As
persons with disabilities, our main strength is being able to
act as a compact group to claim our rights. Even more so in
the case of women with disabilities as we are doubly
vulnerable. We must stand together to claim our right to
work, to fall in love, to being fulfilled as persons.”
Audio link
9

Ecuador – A woman and a man in a square
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4. Ecuador – Students at school
The photo is a portrait of two boys. They are at school,
inside the classroom. They seem in their seventeen. The
first one, on the left of the photo, can be seen in the
background, leaning, with the back of the chair, on the wall
and with his legs under the desk.
The second student is in the foreground, in the center of the
image. He is siting at the desk with an open notebook in
front of him.
He has very short hair, big eyes, ears and lips; around his
neck he has a green towel and a white short-sleeved
sweater. His arms are gathered behind the back of the
chair.
He seems in the full energy of adolescence.
He says: “I like to play football and to study. When I grow
up I want to work as a fireman.”

Audio link
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Ecuador – Students at school
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5. Etiopia – Woman with candle
In this photo you can see a portrait of a woman. She is in
the foreground and outdoors. She is sitting on a bench,
which you can see, behind her looking towards the
observer. In the background you can see the wall of a wall
ruined by time.
She seems to be in her forties. The woman has dark hair
gathered behind her head. Her face is round and her eyes
are big and round in dark color. She wears a cape over a
dress that uncovers her neck, around which the woman
wears two necklaces.
Between her chest and arms, she holds with both hands a
bundle of long candles and with both hands holds one,
detached from the others, lit.
The photo is very evocative, she seems to feel the heat of
the lit candle and the sound of the flame.
She says: “Thanks to these candles that I produce and sell
next to the church, I was able to buy this house where I live
with my son and husband. These candles are lit at the end
of the prayer.”

Audio link
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Etiopia – Woman with candle
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6. Ethiopia – A farmer
In this picture you can see a man. He is in the foreground
and he is outdoors. He is standing in the middle of the
photo, in the middle of a cultivated field.
He seems in his fifties. He is wearing a white robe of light
fabric that descends from his neck down to his legs,
covered with dark pants. His right hand holds a scythe,
while his left hand holds a bundle of wheat.
The man has short hair and a thin dark moustache, behind
him stretches the countryside which is illuminated by
Ethiopian sunlight.
The photo is evocative: it seems to feel the smell and sound
of wheat.
He says: “I am an Orthodox priest and a family man. I have
two children and I am a farmer. Every day I get up at dawn
and go to work in the fields. Then, at the weekend and
during holidays, I say Mass and share with my brothers and
sisters the principles on which we base our society.”

Audio link
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Ethiopia – A farmer
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7. Ethiopia – A man in front of his house
In this picture you can see an old man. He is in the
foreground.
He is outdoors. He is portrayed half-length in front of the
entrance to his bamboo house, which can be seen in the
background.
He seems to be in his seventies. He wears a white
headgear consisting of a white band that wraps around his
head and leaves his ears uncovered. It seems to be a
turban. The beard, barely mentioned, is as white as his
eyebrows.
The gaze is deep and turned to the observer, the forehead
is wrinkled, the cheekbones high, the face is thin and
wrinkled.
A white robe covers the body leaving the neck uncovered.
The man holds his stick vertically on his left shoulder,
passing it to the side of his head.
The photo is evocative and represents a man in adulthood.
He says: “In the village, everyone finds a place. We are a
great community, and we all support each other by trying to
overcome obstacles and be more and more inclusive.
Thanks to Bridging the Gap's work, we understand the
importance of accepting every member of our community.”

Audio link
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Ethiopia – A man in front of his house
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8. Ethiopia – Three women on the road
In this photo you can see three women of different ages.
They are on a beaten country road, bare and surrounded
on the sides by brushwood. They are portrayed in the
center of the picture.
The first, to the left of the picture, is wearing a light white
dress with short sleeves up to her ankles. With her right
hand she is holding a bramble of twigs and sticks resting on
her head.
In the center, a more mature woman is wearing a traditional
Ethiopian dress consisting of a wide shawl on the shoulders
and a wide-meshed dress that goes down to her feet. Her
hands are crossed at tummy height. Her hair is short and
gathered behind her head.
To the right of the image, finally, a little girl appears. She
also wears a traditional fancy dress with a fancy dress
uncovered on her neck and long up to her legs. The
sleeves are uncovered. The well combed hair is gathered
tight and tied by.
All three women wear flip-flops worn by time and around
the neck wear a necklace.
The old woman says: “Thanks to the loan granted by CARE
International with the support of Bridging the Gap, I was
able to buy the products I needed to open my small
business. Today I continue this activity and feel included in
my village.”

Audio link
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Ethiopia – Three women on the road
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9. Paraguay – Young sportswoman
In this photo you can see the portrait of a young woman.
She is in the foreground and you can see the entire bust up
to the height of the pelvis, beginning of the thighs. The
background is black and uniform and makes the figure
stand out fully.
She is in her twenties. She is standing with her hands
almost at chest height. She is wearing a typical martial arts
uniform: wide jacket and white pants.
The girl is a professional athlete, a black belt surrounds her
waist: this represents a high level in martial arts. Three thin
vertical bands run along the edge of the jacket on the front
and back of the neck. A small badge, perhaps
representative of the sports club to which she belongs, is on
the front of the tunic, next to her right arm. The blue, white
and red colors of the bands are those of the national flag of
Paraguay.
Between her hands, in a crossed way, she holds two sticks
joined by a rope that goes around her shoulders and the girl
passes under her arms. These represent a traditional
defense weapon. The hair is well pulled and gathered back.
The face is round, the forehead is wide. The lips are slightly
fleshy and there is a hint of a small dimple on the chin.
She seems proud. This photo conveys the energy of a
sporty and determined person.
She says: “I am a professional in martial arts. Thanks to
that, I can travel the world and learn many things. I feel
included in my environment. I think that thanks to this
passion, I have now a place where I am free to be myself.”
Audio link
21

Paraguay – Young sportswoman
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10.

Paraguay – Young firefighter

In this photo you can see the portrait of a young firefighter.
He is in the foreground and you can see the entire bust up
to the height of the pelvis, beginning of the thighs. In the
background you can see the orange van of the emergency
services with the lights off. He is outdoors, probably outside
the karst.
He is in his thirties. He is wearing a typical uniform and
black helmet, well fitted on his head, and dark teardrop
glasses. The unifom is sand colored, with 4 pockets, two at
chest height, two at pelvis, and well laced up to the neck.
The beard is barely hinted at, on a round face, slightly tilted
to the right, as he looks towards the observer.
The left arm hangs vertically. In his right hand, he holds his
guide stick.
He seems proud. This photo communicates the energy of a
person who is calm and ready for action.
The man says:
I like to define myself as "one more", both in my daily life
and in the work environment. I do my job by giving my best,
like everyone else. I have a happy life. I live minute by
minute, working on my dream profession. That's why I want
to share a message with everyone: "Don't give up".

Audio link
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Paraguay – Young firefighter
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11.

Paraguay – Teens at school

Three teens, two boys and a girl, compose the photograph.
They are in the foreground. They are outdoors. They seem
in their thirteen.
On the two sides, the young girl and one of the two boys,
are wearing the school uniform: white shirt buttoned up to
the neck and a dark tie that flutters in the wind.
She is wearing a dark skirt, he is wearing dark pants.
The little girl has long loose hair behind her shoulders and
stiff arms along her hips. She seems to smile and be vital.
The boy in the uniform has short hair, shaved at the sides
with a tuft on his forehead. The arms are gathered behind
the back. He seems to have the energy of adolescence. He
seems to have stopped only for the photo.
In the center of the picture, there is the other boy. He is
wearing a sporty outfit: a light blue polo shirt with a dark
collar and a short elastic and soft shorts. His face is serene
as he looks directly towards the observer. He seems so
proud and full of energy.
In the background there is a part of a building, you can see
a part of the roof and plants, maybe it is the entrance,
perhaps it is the entrance to a play center or after school.
One of them says: " I come here every day after school. I
love spending time here playing with my friends.”.

Audio link
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Paraguay – Teens at school

26

12.

Paraguay – Young Musician

In this photo you can see the portrait of a young woman.
She is in the foreground. She is a musician.
The girl's face, while is playing her violin, occupies the
entire photograph. She is in her twenties.
Hair and eyebrows are thick and dark. The forehead is
broad, the face round, the lips, fleshy and closed, are
hinting at a smile.
She is wrapped in a heavy wool coat, from which, her right
hand comes out, holding the bow resting on the strings of
the violin.
The photo is very evocative. The music seems to come out
of the picture. She is proud and full of energy. This photo
conveys the energy of a determined person.
She says: “I started playing the piano when I was four years
old and, at seven, I started playing the violin. Then, I
finished my studies and, immediately, I started to work in
the Paraguayan Symphony Orchestra, where I am still
working. Music is my work and also my way of life. Thanks
to it, I am alive and independent.”.

Audio link
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Paraguay – Young Musician
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