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Debating the different approaches to inclusive development 

and the commitment to the CRPD implementation 
 
In the framework of Bridging the Gap II (BtG-II) Knowledge Management 

Strategy (Third Pillar: Learning Spaces to LEARN and TRAIN), last May 15th the 

workshop titled “Social protection of persons with disabilities in development 

cooperation” took place in Vienna.  

 

The session aimed at sharing information about the project activities in Ethiopia with 

the Austrian cooperation stakeholders and any other interested actor of the 

international development cooperation. During the session the Panellists discussed 

about the importance of adequate standard of living and social protection of persons 

with disabilities in line with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

(CRPD) which declines, under article 28, the obligations of the State parties. 

 

Different initiatives and approaches were presented and discussed, inspiring an 

open forum for contributions to the discussion and knowledge sharing, bringing 

multiple – yet potentially overlapping – perspectives on the same issues or topics.  

 

Bridging the Gap II in Ethiopia: focus on social inclusion and 

resilience 
Pia Korpinen 

Austrian Development Agency, Country Coordinator Bridging the Gap II 

 

In terms of Social Protection, the real challenge is, as in many countries, the 

implementation of existing policies and strategies. In Ethiopia, BtG-II’s focus and 

framework are aligned with a National Action Plan that Minister of Labour has 

already developed, and on its potential revision in 2020, an important opportunity for 

both BtG’s components to contribute to the inclusion of persons with disabilities in 

the country.  

 

BtG-II in Ethiopia is focuses on livelihood, resilience and social protection. 

Resilience-building is one of the areas where disability is not considered enough. 

There are national programs to support livelihood and resilience and persons with 

disabilities are targeted, but still according to a social care approach, different from 

human rights’. This approach empathises the common perception that persons with 

disabilities are just beneficiaries and passive citizens: social protection, as then 



 

 

highlighted in the debated with the audience, is not a mere safety net, but rather a 

springboard to full inclusion. 

 

The project has its geographic focus in the Amhara and Somalia regions, but it also 

works at federal level and with other development partners (international CSOs, 

bilateral and multilateral donors). The strategic approach of the action is focused on 

capacity-building and capacity-transfer. BtG-II is not setting up new or own structure, 

but will rather transfer technical skills on inclusion and facilitate empowerment 

processes by working on existing programs at national level and on other 

development practitioners’ strategies, and then by infusing the next 

resilience-building programs with elements on the inclusion of persons with 

disabilities. 

     

The inclusion of persons with disabilities in development 

cooperation activities promoted by Austrian NGOs/DPOs  
 
Philipp Maier  

Diakonie Austria 

 

In Zimbabwe, the organisation puts in place a program focused on a twin track 

approach. On one side, the program tries to push disability-specific legislation on a 

national level, through the ministry; on the other hand, tries to raise awareness 

among relevant stakeholders and also to capacitate the program beneficiaries to 

advocate for themselves. The second component of the program is dedicated to 

inclusive education within the schools, training teachers and raising awareness.    

For inclusive Health Care services, the program provides trainings to relevant 

stakeholders and assistive devices on inclusive health services. 

  

Johanna Mang  

Light for the World, Senior Advisor Advocacy and Partnership  

 

According to Johanna, social protection is a collection of measures to reduce poverty 

and fasten economic growth. Its measures target individuals, households and 

communities with measures we can regroup in three pillars: (i) management of 

income risks, (ii) income stability, and (iii) increase access to basic services, such as 

health and education. There are then two level of implementation: (i) international, to 

push up social protection schemes and programs, referring to the UN Conventions, 

and (ii)national, because is directly linked with the national legislation and regulations 

that countries do have for social protections. 



 

 

 

But how can NGOs make the difference in social protection? At local level, by 

working with organizations, individuals, local governments on the provision of 

services or on the access to existing services. At regional level, working on 

advocacy, to build up social protection schemes. At international level, to call for 

mainstreaming of social protection strategies.   

  

It is really critical to talk about social protection, because usually it is limited to mere 

social assistance. It is nearly a two-step process at the same time, on the one side, 

ensuring that persons with disabilities benefit from programmatic initiatives, but at 

the same time, request that the systems infrastructures in countries, in the social 

protection field, really take that on as a kind of sustainable and permanent measure. 

Otherwise, it stays with time-limited approach interventions, which are nice for 

people with direct beneficiaries, but it doesn't go much further.   

  

Towards more inclusive social policies in Africa  
 
Ola Abu Alghaib  

Leonard Cheshire - International Disability and Development Consortium – IDDC 

Kate Turner  

Leonard Cheshire, Policy Manager 

 

Kate and Ola share the presentation of the Leonard Cheshire’s research activity on 

existing gaps to access to social protection measures by persons with disabilities in 

four African countries, namely Kenya, Sierra Leone, Uganda and Zambia. 

 

In this kind of activities, what is first of all needed is the understanding of whether 

there is a gap between persons with disability and persons without disability and 

whether this gap extends on social and economic status.  

 

Focusing on education, health, employment and social protection, the project 

undertook field researches in Kenya, Sierra Leone, Uganda and Zambia, being this 

last one country the focus of Kate and Ola’s presentation. One of the key findings 

concerned the mainstreaming of disability in social policies. In Zambia, as many 

other countries, social protection measures seem to be promising, on paper: in the 

strategies, disability is articulated and declined, the government proves very keen to 

look into social protection as a strategy to bring the country to be more inclusive, but 

also to bring it out of poverty and provide equal access rights for all its citizens. Yet, 



 

 

the actual findings demonstrate that people with disabilities, children with disabilities 

are still left behind in terms of benefiting from existing services. 

 

The solution? Most likely, a twin-track approach: mainstreaming disability is a 

necessity and a requirement but, in parallel, specific measures to address persons 

with disabilities and enhance their social inclusion and protection are as well needed. 

Mainstreaming alone is insufficient to guarantee inclusion.  

 

Conclusions: Summary of the main results of the workshop referring 

to the relevant initiatives presented during the workshop. 

 

To share knowledge and information and to brainstorm on the main reflections the 

workshop raised up, the audience has been divided in three groups meeting 

simultaneously. The purpose of the group was to react to three questions concerning 

the implementation of the CRPD. Each group reported its reflections in a plenary 

session. During the plenary session, participants discussed about the strategies and 

approaches emerged to answer to the following fundamental question: How can we 

ensure the mainstreaming of disability in international development 

cooperation?  

 

Different approaches and strategies came out through the discussion with the 

Austrian Development Agency, the European Commission and Austrian cooperation 

stakeholders to ensure the commitment to the CRPD in the mainstreaming of 

disability development and cooperation. The debate presented and shared good 

practices and knowledge. The working groups made their reflection driven by the 

following questions:  

• How do we ensure the full participation in our communities for every 

person with disability? CRPD articles: 9 – Accessibility, 19 - Living 

independently and being included in the community, 20 – Personal mobility, 

etc.  

• How do we achieve inclusive and equal society for persons with 

disabilities? CRPD articles: 5 – Equality and non-discrimination, 13 – Access 

to justice, 29 – full participation in political and public life, etc. 

• How do we eradicate poverty for every person with disability? CRPD 

articles: 27 – Work and employment, 28 – Adequate standard of living and 

social protection, etc. 

 



 

 

The groups have formulated a list of key actions and recommendations to ensure the 

participation of persons with disabilities within local and global communities, to 

achieve inclusive society and to eradicate poverty:   

 

• Awareness raising 

• Empowerment  

• Reasonable accommodation  

• Universal design 

• Broad understanding of disability  

• Legal framework 

• Use of existing platforms  

• Consultation with OPDs 

• Starting from inclusive education as key strategy for empowerment  

 

The actions addressed by the groups, as the workshop underlined, requires a 

pathway built together by all development practitioners. It means:  

 

• Working at local level with CSOs and OPDs, but also with NGOs at 

international level, to raising awareness and increase understandings 

concerning disability.  

• Establishing relations and commitment with local authorities for the 

empowerment and to improve the access to services. 

Facilitate the decision-making process at national level to create or reinforce the 

legal framework. 


